
Welcome to the first edition of the new 
WRU newsletter we are launching to 
strengthen our communication with you, 
our clubs.

One of my key pledges on becoming 
Chairman was to work towards unity and 
strengthen the links between the member 
clubs and the governing body.

NATIONAL LEAGUES LATEST 
The Welsh Rugby Union has commenced 
the promised review of the National 
Leagues structure introduced at the start 
of this season.

A National Leagues Working Party 
chaired by Anthony Buchanan has been 
established to get feedback from all 
member clubs.

The group is made up of WRU directors 
and club representatives from each 
division with support from the Union’s 
executive and staff.

A questionnaire has been drawn up 
by the working party and these will 
be completed after feedback has been 
received by all clubs.

The findings from the questionnaire 
will fuel the consultation process 
which will be completed before any 
recommendations are discussed or 
agreed.

BIG UPTAKE FOR PARTICIPATION POINTS SCHEME
The WRU’s second Participation Points initiative has proved to be a great success.

More than 3,000 items of free equipment, tokens or courses were ordered by 316 clubs 
in the £750,000 investment.

The WRU isolated the amount to fund the scheme and most of the orders were 
delivered across the Christmas period.”

The items ranged from 84 whistles to 34 laptops and five scrummaging machines.
There were also plenty of playing kits, tackle bags, balls, hit shields and, of course, 

those SWALEC credits.
This was the second Participation Points scheme organised by the WRU based on 

clubs being rewarded with more points the more they put into Welsh rugby.
The WRU has been delighted by the take up as the scheme ensures clubs can order 

what they really need to boost their store of vital rugby equipment.

Welcome We cannot claim to be strong and 
unified unless we forge a powerful bond 
of trust and accessibility between the 
smallest club and the most senior levels of 
the WRU.

This newsletter is just one of the many 
steps we will take to improve our day to 
day communication, so your feedback on 
how useful it is for you, or how it could be 
improved, will be much appreciated.

I have asked for this newsletter to 
address the core issues and initiatives 

which are relevant to the running of 
grassroots rugby across Wales.

As our game evolves it is vitally 
important we all embark on the journey 
of change together so that we all grow 
stronger.

You have my promise that listening to 
the needs and concerns of the community 
game will always be a priority while I am 
your Chairman. Thank you. 
 
WRU Chairman, Gareth Davies
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PLAYER PAYMENT RULE BREACHES
The Board of the WRU is continuing 
to drive through the policy of seeking 
to stop the payment of players in the 
National Leagues.
Clubs have been given the option of 
signing a Declaration of Truth which 
commits them to remaining amateur.
Those clubs which fail to sign declarations 
and propose to continue paying players 
are subject to funding penalties.
So far the WRU has identified ten clubs 

which have signed the declaration, but are 
suspected of continuing to pay.
Internal investigations are continuing into 
the ten to establish whether penalties will 
now be imposed.
The Board of the WRU has decided to 
discourage the payment of players in the 
National League in order to ensure as 
much money as possible is channelled to 
help the sustainability and development 
of the community game.

INSURANCE
There’s been a positive uptake from clubs 
interested in the WRU opportunity for 
new insurance cover.

The WRU has arranged public liability 
through Willis insurance brokers who 
deal centrally with all Union cover.

It’s an initiative aimed at ensuring clubs 
get value for money and a guarantee of 
cover which properly covers on and off 
the field activity.

A number of clubs have already 

transferred and more are regularly 
considering the Willis deal as their 
current insurance policies come up for 
renewal.

Some clubs will inevitably remain 
with their present companies where 
appropriate cover is already on offer but 
the unification arrangement is open for all 
to consider.  One important factor is that 
the more take up the Willis deal gets the 
cheaper the cover will be for all.
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FEEDBACK
You can contact the WRU via Twitter 
or Facebook and clubs can keep 
updated through MyWRU on the 
intranet.  
Through the WRU website you can 
get  contact details for our WRU Club 
Support team and the Coaches Locker 
is a must for anyone seeking more 
detail about the game.
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CLUBS URGED TO GET
INCORPORATION  PROTECTION 
The WRU is continuing to encourage 
as many clubs as possible to become 
incorporated.

Many clubs have already made the 
move but others remain outside the legal 
protection that limited liability status 
provides.

The WRU has arranged for the Hugh 
James legal firm to help clubs and 
the governing body will pay for the 
incorporation fees but not the preparation 
work for the incorporation.

Any club wanting information on this 
important matter can get in touch with the 
finance department of the WRU to find 
out more. 

DRAGONS’ KITCHEN  A RECIPE 
FOR SUCCESS
The WRU’s Dragons’ Kitchen cookery 
book has been named as book of 
the month by the prestigious Rugby 
World magazine.

The book features more than 61 
dishes with all the recipes supplied 
by current players, ex-players, WRU 
officials and one from the Duke of 
Cambridge.

Remember the profits from the sale 
of the book go to the Welsh Rugby 
Charitable Trust for injured players.
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POLICE SENSIBLE DRINKING
CAMPAIGN GETS WRU BACKING
The Welsh Rugby Union is lending its 
support to a South Wales Police campaign 
to promote sensible drinking.

It is a year long initiative under the 
banner: KNOW THE SCORE – DRINK 
LESS, ENJOY MORE!

The basic message 
underlying the campaign 
is that you can enjoy a 
great night out without 
having too much to drink.

Wales captain Sam 
Warburton (inset) has been adopted as a 
figurehead to the campaign which is also 
being championed by the South Wales 
Police Commissioner, Alun Michael.

CONCUSSION UPDATE  
Concussion in rugby has been widely 
reported in the media since the RBS 6 
Nations match against England, writes 
Prav Mathema, WRU National Medical 
manager.

This is of course an important issue - 
concussion is a serious injury and one that 
the WRU prioritises in its player welfare 
strategy and we must all work together to 
ensure we continue to endorse the highest 
level of player welfare in the game.

Details on the recognition and 
management of concussion are available at 
www.wru.co.uk/medical

Whilst in the international game, 
immediate pitch side replays will now 
be available, our community game 
relies on extra vigilance and effective 
communication between everyone 
involved in the game.

The message from the WRU is clear - if 
the signs and symptoms of concussion are 
witnessed (or if there is any doubt), players 
must be recognised and removed from 
the field of play or training. Following 
removal, assessment from a healthcare 
practitioner should be undertaken


